Why is home-schooling controversial?
Home-schooling has become an attractive choice for families that hold values not promoted in public schools or existing private schools. Families may home-school to teach religious beliefs and alternative values. This agenda may make educators and politicians nervous, especially when home-schoolers avoid other tasks of public education, such as citizenship preparation. In addition, recent plans have used public money to fund home-schools. Both California and Alaska allow home-school charter schools, while charter schools that use the internet to instruct students are popular with home-school parents. The potential advantages and disadvantages of home-schooling are listed below.
What are the possible advantages of home-schooling?
• Individual Attention. Unlike in a large classroom setting, home-schooled children receive the full attention of their parental teacher.
• Greater flexibility. With limited students, a parent can design a curriculum that addresses the specific talents and needs of each child.
• Reduced Peer Pressure. Public education often encourages unhealthy forms of competition among students. Home-schooling allows students to focus on learning.
• Promotes Family. Many people believe parents have the right to promote core beliefs and values in their children. Home-schooling enables this process.
• Greater Costs. Home-schooling usually requires the family to absorb the total cost of their child's education, including classroom materials and technology unless provided through charter school provision.
• Poor Civic Participation. Learning in a group promotes social learning and values of citizenship. An isolated home-schooled child does not encounter the diverse perspectives needed to develop shared values.
• Lost Social Services. Public schools not only educate, but also provide many social services through trained workers. Home-school families lack such expertise and resources.
• Lack of Quality Control. If education is privatized through the family, it becomes difficult to ensure that competent instruction is provided or that a student is engaged in learning. Only a few states require home-school students to be tested. 
How large is the home-school movement?
Home-schooling is legal in all fifty states. In fact, children have been home-schooled throughout United States history, but with the rise of a public education system, homeschooling declined. However, increased criticism of public education has helped revitalize home-schooling. By 2003, about one million students were taught at home (Lines, 1998) . It has proven difficult to measure exactly how strong the home-school movement is. For example, despite large numbers, the average home-school education has been estimated as lasting only two years (Lines, 2002) . Below the size of homeschooling is compared to other educational reforms.
Participation

Homeschooling Charter Schools
Public Vouchers
Number of states 50 41 3
Number of students 800,000 - 
